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Membership. 

'riN^ iollowing Table show,s the membership of the Party for 
tli- Nvans 1900, 1907^, 1908, a;nd 1909: ^ ^ 

Trades Councils 
a.nrl Local 
Trade Unions. La) wiir Parties. Socialist So(;letiea. 

IINHl ^1- 5^0'"^'^ No. No. Meraber^tnp. Total. 

'""' ... 4i ... 353,070 ... 7 ... 3 22 8t!l "^Tf. oqi 

"".• ... 181 ... 1,049,673 ... 92 2 '" '>->'267 "■ 1 OT''^'!?^ 

y^ ... 172 ... 1,121256 ... 133 2 '" iTi^S "■ Iri'^fifif 

Includes 472 Co-op<?i'ator.s. 
' ! '",l'','±' i'^ Co-operators and 3,500 «,embers of the Women's Labour League 

I.H^Iude« 6<8 Co-operators and 4,000 members of the Womei.'s Labour Leafue 
Mu. ohi«f accmsion of .strength to tlx- Party during 1909 was 
iIh. :,lbl.i,tion of the Minens' Federation of Great Britain, with a 
nifwrship of oSO.OOO. 

linance. 

TIk- r.abour Party is financed by two Funds: (a) The General 
I'-ml t,> whK-h affiliated Trade Unions and Socialist Soeietie.. 
"•M ..hnte Lxs per 1,000 inembers per year; and Trader Councils 
MM l-H-al I^«b«Hr I'a,-t.es pay l.'S.s. per ye«r wlien their me.nber- 
'.. P ..s muler o,000, and 30s. per year when it is over 5,000; and 
(10 the I arhamentary Fund to which Trade Unions and Socialist 
r<iHi<l K'h contribute 2d. per member per year. 

Tbo General Fund bears the expeii:^ connected with the 

!"•''>' H'tieal work of the Party, and a coiuside.-able income 

M.M expenditure is accounted for by the printing ,,„,] «ale« of 
biillitfs, posters, and other literature. 

Tl.,. Parliamentary Fund bears the cost of the Maintenance of 
I I., habour Members in the House of Commons, and the payment 
•'I a proportion (one^fourth) of the official election expend of 
' iMiluiates. ' 
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best able to pay it, and who receive the most protection andj 
lienefit from the State. 

'' This C!onfereincej therefore, expreisises its determination to] 
retsist all proposals to increase the taxation of the masses now 
being advocated ais Tariff Reform and 'broadening the basis of 
taxation.' It declares that the present indirect taxes fall! 
(^pprassively on the industrial classes, and should be repealed;, 
and being of opinion that the cost of .social reform should be 
fjorne by socially-created wealth now appropriated by the rich| 
in the form of rent, interest, and profit, calls for the following] 
leforms in the next Budget, namely: 

A Super-tax on large Incomes; 

Special Taxation of State-conferred Monopolies; 

Increased Estate and Legacy Duties ; 

and a really substantial beginning with tiie Taxation of Land"' 
Values.'' 

The Constitutional Issue, Etc. 

When the Liberal Government in 1907 initiated it^ discussion| 
respecting the powers of the Housf^ of I^ords, the Party moved an 
amendment in favour of the abolition of the Upper House on 
the grounds of it being irresponsible, unrepresentative, and a 
bindrance to national progress. The amendment received the] 
support of 102 Members as against 317 for the Government j 
resolution. 

International. 

Upon the occasion of the visit of the late King Edward VII. ^ 
to the Czar of Russia at Reval, and also upon the return visit of 
the Czar to the Isle of Wight, the Party raised its protest inj 
Parliament and btought attention to the atrocities which have] 
characterised Ruis.sian administration during recent years. 

The Party would have gladly raised various other matters of 
international importance in accordance with advice issued by thei 
International Bureau, but could not do so under the Rules andj 
Standing Orders of the House of Commons. 

Upon the introduction of the Bill federating the South African 
States, the Party unsuccessfully attempted to remove the clauses 
restricting the franchise to pemons of European descent and 
excluding native residents from the electoral roll. 

The Party on numerous occasions has sought to redress the' 
wrongs iuHicted upon Indians by the British bureaucraey andl 
has last no <)]>portunity of raising such questionsi again and^ 
again in the Kfons<^ of Commons. The same policy hiis b^^n 
[jursiicd n^^ardin^j; tAlu-v Dcp^^nd^^ncius, various Members of the 
l*artv biMMg rt4'piil<'d lo pay s|MMMal ati<''iition to various Colonies. 



^8. Virtorin Hhrrfc, 



J ItAMSAV MA(1)()NAIJ) 

«SVr<Tf(/?7/. 



